
_____ 

CLASS SET: Use your OWN paper to write down your answers. Write in complete sentences. 

SS7G10 Explain the impact of environmental issues across Southern and Eastern Asia.  
a. Explain the causes and effects of pollution on the Chang Jiang (Yangtze) River and Ganges Rivers.  

 

 

Part 1: Define the terms. Write in a letter for the definition  
that matches the term below. 
 

1. Environmental Issues ______ 
2. Water Pollution ______ 
3. Fertilizer ______ 
4. Water borne diseases ________ 

 

 

Part 2: Dig Deeper. Read and answer the questions. 

China: 

 

5. Why is water pollution an issue in China? ________ 

____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________ 

  

 

 

7. List the causes for water pollution in China:  

India:  

7. What has caused the Ganges River in India to 

become so polluted? ___________________________ 

_____________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________ 

 

 

 

8. List the causes for water pollution in India (more info on next page):  

 

 

 

a. the presence of toxic chemicals or biological agents 

exceeding a “natural” presence in the water. 

b. problems with the planet's systems have developed 

as a result of human interference or mistreatment of 

the planet. 

c. when disease can be spread while bathing, 

washing, drinking water, or by eating food exposed to 

contaminated water. 

d. a chemical or natural substance added to soil or 

land to increase its production. It can be harmful to 

people if they consume it. 
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9. What are the effects of the pollution of the 

Ganges River? ____________________________ 

________________________________________ 

________________________________________ 

________________________________________ 

________________________________________ 

 

10. What is the Ganges Action Plan? __________ 

________________________________________ 

________________________________________ 

________________________________________ 

________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

Part 3: Draw a line from the cause to the effect below.  

Causes:  

_____ People are dumping contaminated waste into 

the Yangtze River.   

_____The Ganges River is filled with pollution from 

industrial waste as well as human waste like the 

disposal of human waste. People bathe and use it for 

religious rituals.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Effects: 

_____this river has major illnesses growing in it from 

bacteria. 

_____fish and other animals caught for food are making 

people sick.  
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SS7G10 Explain the impact of environmental issues across Southern and Eastern Asia.  

b. Explain the causes and effects of air pollution and flooding in India and China.  

 
 

Part 1: Define the terms. Write in a letter for the definition  
that matches the term below. 
 

1. Air Pollution: _________ 
2. Flooding: _________  
3. Environmental Issues __________ 
4. Acid Rain: __________ 

 

 

Part 2: Dig Deeper. Read and answer the questions. 

5. What two major changes have increased air pollution in 

China? ___________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

6. What impact has the air quality had on people’s health 

in China? _________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________  

7. What are some consequence of acid rain? ___________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________  

 

8. What types of solutions did China come up with to 

lower air pollution? _________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

a. the covering or submerging of normally dry land 

with a large amount of water. 

b. when chemicals in air fall to the ground as rain which 

is harmful to plants, animals, etc.  

c. when unwanted chemicals, gasses, and particles 

enter the air and the atmosphere causing harm to 

animals and damaging the natural cycles of the Earth. 

d. problems with the planet's systems have developed 

as a result of human interference or mistreatment of 

the planet. 
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Flooding in China:  

 

9. The Huang He is also known as the Yellow River. How 

has China tried to prevent it from its devastating 

flooding? ___________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________  

 

 

India:  

 

10. Where is the most polluted city in the world? 

_____________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________  

11. What are some of the effects of the air 

pollution in India? ______________________________ 

_____________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________ 

12. What specific cause of air pollution has been 

responsible for almost 70 % of India’s pollution in urban 

areas? ________________________________________  

13. What are some sources of fuel for people that 

live in the rural areas of India? And how are they 

dangerous? ___________________________________ 

_____________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________ 

 

 

14. What is the most common cause for flooding in India? 

____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________ 

15. What are some of the effects of flooding in India? 

____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Part 3: Create a ‘math problem’ for one of the issues on this page: (______ + ________= India’s air pollution) 
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SS7G11 Explain the impact of location, climate, physical characteristics, distribution of natural 

resources, and population distribution on Southern and Eastern Asia.  
c. Describe how the mountain, desert, and water features of Southern and Eastern Asia impact trade and affect 

where people live.  

 

 

Part 1: Define the terms. Write in a letter for the  
definition that matches the term below. 

1. Desert: _______ 
2. Water Features: ________ 
3. Mountains: ________ 
4. Trade: ________ 

 
 

 

 

Part 2: Dig Deeper. Read and answer the questions. 

 

India:  

5. Explain how deserts in India impact the locations 

people choose to live: ______________________ 

________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

 

6. Why do people often live near water sources like the 

Ganges River? _____________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

 

7. Why do people in India often move to cities? 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________  

 

China:  

 

 

 

 

 

8. People mostly live by a river, why do you think that is? 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________  

 

9. Why have many people left their rural homes for cities? 

________________________________________________  

              ________________________________________________  

 

 

a. type of water landscapes such as rivers, lakes, 

oceans, etc.  

b. a landscape that is characterized by little or no rain 

and specific plant and animal life. 

c. the business of buying and selling items  

d. a large natural elevation of the earth's surface 

rising abruptly from the surrounding level. 
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SS7G12 Analyze the diverse cultural characteristics of the people who live in Southern and Eastern Asia.  
a. Explain the differences between an ethnic group and a religious group. &  

b. Compare and contrast the belief systems originating in Southern and Eastern Asia: Buddhism, Hinduism, 

Shintoism, and Confucianism.  

 

 

 

Part 1: Define the terms. Write in a letter for the  
definition that matches the term below. 
 

1. Hinduism: _______ 
2. Buddhism: _______ 
3. Ethnic Group: _______ 
4. Religious Group: ______ 
5. Shintoism: ________ 
6. Confucianism: _______ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Part 2: Dig Deeper. Read and answer the questions. 

 

7. What is the one child policy? Is it still being used?     

_____________________________ 

              _________________________________________ 

 

          _________________________________________ 

 

            _________________________________________ 

 

 

8. What are the major ethnic groups in China?   

     

________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

 

9. Why do you think that China does not have a large number 

of people committed to religious practices? 

_______________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________  

a. mostly seen as a philosophy; widely practiced in China; 

their beliefs are centered around a system of virtues.  

b. a native religion of Japan; their beliefs are centered 

around the Kami or natural spirits that reside in animals, 

their ancestors, and other natural objects.  

c. group of people who share a common ancestry and 

therefore usually also share cultural, historical, and 

linguistic similarities passed down by ancestors. 

d. the main goal of this religion is to reach enlightenment; 

they practice the Four Noble Truths; and the founder is 

known as Siddhartha Guatama.  

e. a group of people who all believe in the religious teachings 

f. religion that is made up of Indian cultures and 

traditions; a core belief is incarnation; followers seek 

good karma; the ultimate goal is to escape the suffering 

of this world.  
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10. What do the majority of Indians practice as a 

religion? ____________________________  

 

 

11. What is the official language of India? 

____________________________________  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Japan:  

12. What percent of people living in Japan are NOT of 

Japanese heritage? _________________  

 

13. What percent of people practice Buddhism in 

Japan? ________________________________ 
 

14. How come the total percentage on the chart to the left is MORE than 100%? See note.  

___________________________________________ ___________________________________________ 

 

Korea:  
 

15. How are the populations of North Korea and 

South Korea similar? _____________________ 

_______________________________________  

16. How are the populations of North Korea and 

South Korea different? ____________________ 

_______________________________________  

17. What is the major religion of South Korea? ____ 

_______________________________________  

18. What does the North Korean government do to 

make it seem like their citizens have religious 

freedom? _______________________________ 

_______________________________________  

____________________________________ 

_____________________________________  

 

7 



19. Although Hinduism has many gods and goddesses, 

it explains that they are all a part of the one universal 

god known as ________________________________.  

20. What is reincarnation? _______________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

21. How would a Hindu believer achieve good karma? 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

** What is the caste system? __________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

22.How did Siddhartha become the Buddha? 

______________________________________________  

______________________________________________ 
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23. What are the Four Noble Truths? ____________ 

_______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________  

24. How would a follower of Buddhism achieve 

perfect peace? _________________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________  

 

 

 

 

 

 

25. What are the Kami in the Shinto religion? __________ 

____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________  

26. What is the main practice of Shintoism? ___________ 

____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________ 

27. Can someone practice Shintoism as well as another 

religion? Explain. _____________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

28. What is Confucianism? ____________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________  

 

29. What is the Golden Rule? __________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________  
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Confucianism Continued:  

30. How did Confucianism influence Chinese 

society? __________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Part 3:  

On your paper make a chart and fill it out for each religion and Confucianism:  
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